(1875 )

. Part of a Letter from Mr Ralph Thoresby,
F. K. S. concerning Pewter Money, Coyn'd in Ire-

land, by tbe late King James.
Leeds, Fune 7. ¥704.

Honoured Sir,

# ¥ His brings you an account of a Curiofity thac re
I lates to the Jate King Fames’s Irifh Moneys, which

1 am apt to think you never heard of, wiz. a Crown
piece of Pewter, inferibed Melioris teffera fati. *Twas fent
me by the Gentleman who found them in the Treafury
at Dubliny whofe account is {o particular and curious,
that | will choofe to give it .you in his own words.
“ That King Fames, having turned all the Brafs Guas of
“ Ireland, and all the Brafs and Copper Veflels of Pro-
“ teftants that he could feize, into Coyn, wiz. Half-
“ Crewns fomewhat bigger than an Ewglifp Hulf-penny,
“ Shillings broader, but not fo thick as a Farthing, and
“ Six pences in proportions 1t was order’d to pafs cure
 rent in all Payments, even in Bonds, and difcharge of
“ Judgmens ‘and Statotess (infomuch that if ages to
“ come knew not the rezfon, they wouid admire to be
“ vold, that there was a time when men abfconded,. to
“ avuid receiving their Debts, as many here did : ) But
“ thefe {tocks of Meral being all fpent ( which he began
“to Coyn in :ume 1689. - and no Ciccolation to bring
¢ them back wro bis Treatury, he cail'd in all thar he
“ had Coyned, and the HalfCrowns, which betore
* were

[28
The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to [[& )z
Philosophical Transactions (1683-1775). RINOIN

Wwww.jstor.org



( 1876)

‘_‘ were {tamped with a Face, were re-ftamped with his
* Fffigies on Horfeback, and then paid out to thofe who
* brougbt them in, 25 Crowns 5 and the fmaller, Coyns

* were melied down, and re coyned again under the
* fame Denominations, but with lels Metal. After the

“ tur: was ferved by this Stratagem, he had not where-

thhal to import Copper sad ssra‘"s, -but, for want of
“ ¢, fell fou!l on the Pewter Difhes, ove. ——--And the
“ piece I fent you of that etal was Coyned for five
“ Shillings 5 and the Proclamation to make it paffable
* was as ready as the Stamps, for it was prepared: But
¢ ng William pafling the Beyne, prevented their Pro-

“ claiming it. There was very little of it Coyned, for
“ our Governmen: coald meet with none of ity until
“ one day, rummaging all their Tickerly Treafure, that
* they had left behind them in Dubliz when they were
“ routed, by accident [ met with one Bag of 150 of thofe
 Pieces. So that the Piece I fent you, altho ir's of no Intrin-
“ fick Value, it’s a Rarity 5 arid had I thought it would
* have been acceptable, I woald have {ent youa Specimen
“ of every fort that he had Coyned and Re-coyned
“here. Iam,

Sir, Tour very Humble Servant,

Dublin, Nevemb,

she 27th, 1696. Tho. Putland

This Valuable Curiofity has the fame Infcription on
both fides, as the common Brafs Crowns s but there is
this Legend added uponthe Rim of it, MELIORI1S
TESSERA FATI ANNO REGNI SEXTO,
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